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New Accounts Manager—Sandra Wallace
Since the summer we have had a change of staff in our accounting department following Carol Pask retiring after 6
years with the training group. I’m sure you will all join me in wishing Carol a long and happy retirement. The accounts
role has been filled by Sandra Wallace who has a great background in accounts, she has settled down very well so
should you have any accounts queries please do not hesitate to contact her on the above contact details.
SOME SAD NEWS
It is with great sadness that I have to let you all know that Chris Keeble an instructor and NPTC assessor of many
decades sadly passed away in September following a short illness.
Although Chris retired 2 years ago he will be greatly missed in the training industry as he had a wide wealth of
knowledge and experience which he successfully passed onto many of you over the years.
STAYING SAFE THIS WINTER– OUR COVID 19 SAFETY INSTRUCTION FOR THE
WINTER
Whilst most people have now been doubly vaccinated, we should all be aware that coronavirus still remains a serious
health risk. As such we are still taking measures to try and keep everyone safe on our courses and would ask you to
comply with the following guidelines to keep yourselves and others safe:YOUR STAFF SHOULD NOT ATTEND THE COURSE IF…
They have any symptoms of COVID-19 (cough, high temperature or loss of taste or smell)
They have been in contact with anyone who has had coronavirus-symptoms within the last 14 days and aren’t double
vaccinated.
They have been advised by the NHS to self-isolate.
IF A TRAINEE SHOWS SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 DURING THE COURSE….
They will be sent home immediately
We would ask to be notified if the candidate tests positive to Covid 19
DURING COURSES WE WILL ASK TRAINEES TO ABIDE BY THE FOLLOWING RULES….
•
•
•
•
•
•

If possible complete a lateral flow before attending courses
Social distance as much as possible and no congregating in groups
Face Masks must be brought to courses and worn where appropriate
Trainees should bring their own pens, paper & lunch
During registration and breaks social distancing must be abided to
Only one person at the time in the toilet

We ask trainees to handwash for at least 20 seconds at appropriate intervals (e.g. before eating, drinking, or smoking/
vaping, after using toilet etc). Use soap and warm water or a alcohol-based hand gel
No personal contact such as shaking hands
If you sneeze, do so into a tissue or your elbow – not your hand, and dispose of tissues immediately
Only use your own pen to sign paperwork
IF USING FARM MACHINERY ON THE COURSE ….

Kit/machinery to be cleaned and disinfected before the start of the course by the host farm.
When sharing is unavoidable, trainees must wear gloves and/or wash their hands
Machinery/equipment/kit must be cleaned/disinfected before it is passed from one learner to another.
IF TRAVELLING BETWEEN SITES …...
Only one person per vehicle—unless you are happy to do so with masks on

NRoSO ROADSHOW—CAST
Getting the Best out of Your Spray & Sprayers
15th
December & Friday 28th January
Tom Robinson
Friday 4th February, 2022, Cost: Based on numThis years NRoSO course is entitled CAST - Curbers
rent issues, Adjuvants, Sprayer maintenance &
•
Background to Modern Labels, Development Technology. The course can be done face-face or
online the choice is yours, however there will be an
of UK spraying and what happens in other
online test for both methods which can be done at
countries
the end of the course on either your smart phones,
•
Spraying Practice and The Law including
tablet, or laptop. It is
recommended you bring
LERAPS and Reduced Volumes.
one
of
these
with
you
on
the
face-to-face course to
•
Water Volumes, Adjuvants
speed
up
the
process.
•
Sprayer Components and Plumbing (Practical
This years course will cover the following :Indoor)
•
Sprayer Filling, Features of a good sprayer
•
Current Issues 2021/2022:
•
Getting the best out of GPS
•
Adjuvants: In this section, we will look at the
•
Nozzle Physics (Practical Indoor), Characterrole of adjuvants in the spray process, inistics of Different Nozzles
cluding approvals, adjuvant groups and
•
Spray Drift, causes and prevention
reasons for use.
•
Targets, and how to hit them
•
Sprayer Maintenance: In this section, we will
•
Setting the sprayer to optimise performance
explore a range of applicator features, in•
Design and Development of Improved
cluding how they work, diagnosing problems
•
New Technologies, including Pulse Width
and basic maintenance.
Modulation, Spot Spraying, and Variable Rate
•
Application and Technology: In this section,
Application.
we will look at current application best practice and new technology.

COSHH Awareness—Wednesday 26th January
Helions Bumpstead , Cost £45 +Vat

Asbestos Awareness—Wednesday 26th January
Helions Bumpstead, Cost £45 +Vat
Employers must make sure that anyone who is
This training course aims to give trainees
liable to disturb asbestos during their normal work,
knowledge, understanding and basic skills in
or who supervises those employees, gets the
COSHH risk
assessment procedures. It incorrect level of
Information, instruction and
troduces trainees to
recognise the hazardous
training so that they can work safely and compesubstances that are present in their workplace, to
tently. The awareness course we run covers the
undertake a COSHH risk
assessment, and following
to comply with relevant health and safety legislation.
•
Properties of Asbestos - history of use
•
Employer & Employee responsibilities
•
Background to COSHH
•
Type & description of Asbestos, Typical loca•
Identifying hazardous substances
tion of where they are found
•
Hazard and risk
•
Avoidance of risk when working with it,
•
Controls of hazardous substances
Emergency Procedures when disturbed
(PPE)
•
Sources of information
•
Legislation – HASAWA, CAR2012
•
Assessment of risk
•
Asbestos Survey & Sampling, Licenced &
•
Maintenance of controls
Non Licenced work
•
Activities associated with licenced work

YANA: help for those involved
in farming and other rural businesses affected by stress and depression
Farming or working in the countryside is usually a good way of life but it is a demanding and stressful occupation. So,
it’s not surprising that many people involved with agriculture can feel isolated, depressed or unable to cope as well as
normal.
Remember depression is an illness not a weakness
Those who work in farming and other rural businesses are often reluctant to seek support for depression, stress or
anxiety. However, talking about your problems and seeking appropriate help can make it easier to cope and improves
your quality of life
YANA is here to help
If you are involved with farming or another rural business in any way and are feeling low or if you are worried about a
member of your family, a colleague or a friend, YANA can help. Call our helpline 0300 323 0400 for confidential support or email helpline@yanahelp.org.
Remember, you don’t have to struggle by yourself – good help is available.
If you are very seriously worried about someone else and their mental state go to our Concerned about someone page NOW. Please don’t hesitate to take action.
YANA offers specific help for those involved with farming or other rural businesses in Norfolk, Suffolk and Worcestershire through our work:
•
•
•

Providing confidential support & counselling
Building understanding of mental health
Investing in Mental Health First Aid training & suicide prevention

Wherever you live and work, we hope you find YANA useful.

LEGISLATIVE CHANGES IN 2021 THAT MAY
AFFECT
FARMING BUSINESSES

B

B+E Trailer Tests
From the 10th September the government announced plans to help tackle the shortage of lorry drivers
by creating an extra 50,000 lorry tests. One of the proposed changes to help free examiners up to take
lorry/bus tests is to scrap the requirement for B+E trailer tests.
Previously, candidates who passed a Category B driving test after 1 January 1997 had to take a separate B+E test if they wished to tow a trailer whose M.A.M. exceeds 750kg, or gross train weight
(vehicle and trailer combined) exceeds 3500kg or a trailer’s M.A.M. exceeds the unladen weight of the
towing vehicle.
As a result of these changes, all car drivers who passed their tests after 1st January 1997 will now be
able to tow a trailer weighing up to 3,500kg without the need for an additional test, however they will
need to wait until this new law is passed through parliament.
Until then, car drivers who gained their license after 1 January 1997 will only be able to tow a trailer
weighing up to 3,500kg if they display L plates and are supervised by a driver aged over 21 who has
had a car and trailer license for 3 years or more, or passed their car test before 1 January 1997.
The last B+E test were carried out on the 20th September and the law will be changed later in 2021.
Please note, you can be fined up to £1,000, be banned from driving and get up to 6 penalty points on
your driving license if you tow anything heavier before the law changes.
Once the law is changed DVLA will update your driving license record to show that you are allowed to
tow trailers. You will have category BE added to your driving license when you get a new photocard
driving license. You do not need to contact DVLA for this to happen. It will be done automatically.

DVLA are still encouraging drivers to tow safely, and would recommend them to seek professional
training before towing a trailer with their car.

